
Unsolicited Advice 
By Fred Wil lis 

omeone said: “Un so lic ited ad vice is sel dom heeded
and of ten scorned,” but the Bi ble says, “A wise man
will hear, and will in crease learn ing” (Prov. 1:5). 
“The horse did not stop.  He ran into Lucas at nearly

rac ing speed and threw him high into the air.  Lucas landed 
on his head, and the im pact on the hard earth frac tured his
skull and in jured parts of his brain.”

Per haps you read this story in a re cent pop u lar sports
mag a zine.  It was truly a trag edy that hap pened in the
blink of an eye.  Lucas’ mar riage ended in di vorce, and his
chil dren ba si cally grew up with out him.

Even though this was an un usual story, a life-chang -
ing mo ment can hap pen to any of us in the blink of an eye. 
Some times it is for the better, but so of ten it seems to be
for the worse.

As I write this ar ti cle, the aw ful storm dam age to the
Phil ip pine Is lands is just com ing to light.  Be sides the
thou sands who lost their lives, many more will suf fer for
years to come.

At this time I have not heard of how many mis sion ary
lives have been af fected, but I’m sure it must be some.

It is so easy for us to say, “God, why did this hap pen?”
Job ex pressed this thought af ter he lost his chil dren and his 
wealth and ul ti mately his health al most in the blink of an
eye.  How hard it must have been, but Job said, “The
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD”  (1:21).

We never know what trag edy or bless ing may be just
ahead of us.  What is im por tant is the at ti tude that we take
to ward God when trag edy does strike.  Scrip ture says that
af ter all of Job’s trou bles, “In all this Job sinned not, nor
charged God fool ishly” (vs. 22).  

Such was not the case with Job’s wife, who told him to 
curse God and die.  We must never for get that life on this
earth is short and that “suf fer ings of this pres ent time are
not wor thy to be com pared with the glory which shall be
re vealed in us” (Rom. 8:18).  

Many of life’s great est trag e dies are brought upon us
by our own fool ish ness.  When hus bands and wives do not 
guard their mar riages, it can bring great di sas ter upon the
fam ily.  It takes only one wrong act for the house to crum -
ble.  The toast ing of your mar riage with al co holic bev er -
age may be the crack through which the De stroyer en ters
your home.

Per haps it was the very mo ment when Adam be gan to
sink his teeth into the for bid den fruit that his eyes were
opened to the knowl edge of good and evil.  But you can’t
fix an egg af ter you step on it.  It was too late to turn back.
It was the blink of an eye that brought trag edy upon the
en tire hu man race.  

It may be a tele phone call or a knock at the door, but it
will hap pen some day.  How we han dle bad news is largely
de ter mined by how strong a faith we have in the Lord.

God told Ananias that Paul was a cho sen ves sel and
would suf fer great things for His name’s sake.  I have
known sev eral peo ple who seem to fit into this cat e gory,
but they keep on serv ing the Lord.

Sev eral years ago I met a man who told me of the re -
cent death of his son in a car wreck.  He was an all-Amer i -
can boy as we would say – a leader at church, in school, on 
sports teams, and who had a 4.0 grade av er age in col lege. 
My heart went out to this fa ther as he told me the story.

A sad ep i logue was the fact that this dad was blam ing
God and had quit go ing to church.  This is the wrong at ti -
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tude, and we must not fall into
this trap.

Truly “man is born unto
trou ble, as the sparks fly up -
ward” (Job 5:7), but is all go ing
to change in the blink of an eye. 
Are you ready for the glo ri ous
rap ture that will end all of our
trou bles?  It could hap pen to day. 
Have you trusted Christ as your
Sav iour? 

Taken from Sword of the Lord

How Did Hu man 
Life Be gin?

God has used four ways to
bring hu man life into be ing.  He
cre ated Adam out of dust.  He
cre ated Eve out of the side of
Adam – a woman from a man! 
He cre ated you and me by nor -
mal means of the hu man pro cre -
ative pro cesses.

God also mi rac u lously pro -
vided the hu man ity of Je sus
Christ through the in stru men tal -
ity of a woman alone.  Je sus
Christ was born of a vir gin, the
vir gin Mary.

God, who could cre ate a
woman out of the side of man,
can also cre ate the hu man ity of
Je sus out of the womb of a vir gin
woman.

That which is bi o log i cally
im pos si ble with men is not an
im pos si bil ity with God.

Je sus was born of a vir gin so
that He could be with out taint of
sin and there be the eter nal sac ri -
fice for your sins. 
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Depart in Peace
Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart, Lord,
According to Thy Word, in peace; For mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation. Luke 2:29-30

CAN a man at tain to greater hap pi ness on this earth
than to stand at the end of life with Je sus in his arms and in
his heart, set free from all earthly ties, and through with
this world?  When life’s long, hard work day ends that
way, when all puz zling ques tions get that kind of an swer,
then life’s eve ning is bright in deed.  Then au tumn is more
beau ti ful than spring, and age is hap pier than youth.

Not all old peo ple are as happy as Sim eon.  Many suf -
fer be cause chil dren and other rel a tives have for got ten
them, or treat them shab bily.  But most of them are badly
off be cause they have not found Je sus.  So they try with all 
their might to cling to this life, and de sire to for get the day
that they must de part.  But their vi tal ity goes steadily
down-ward, and then their cheer ful ness dwin dles, they
com plain and are dis sat is fied.  The world they do not wish
to let go of, glides away from them, and they do not know
the way to a better land.  Then get ting old is a dreary busi -
ness.  Then au tumn is sour and cold and dark.

Happy is that per son who sees the Sav ior and heaven
more clearly as the years be come many!  Then all ties that
bind us to earth are loos ened more and more.  Then that
which is op pres sive and makes one strug gle in old age be -
comes as noth ing com pared to the glory that we shall re -
ceive.  Then the eve ning of life is the gate to eter nal day
with God.

Let us, O Lord, be faith ful
With Sim eon to the end,
That so his dy ing song may
From all our hearts as cend:
“O Lord, let now Thy ser vant 
De part in peace for aye,
Since I have seen my Sav ior, 
Have here be held His day.”

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig  Hope,
Augsburg Publishing house, Copyright – 1939;

Permission Granted.

The Grace of God in Cre ation

“He left not himself without witness, in that he
did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and

fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and
gladness.”   Acts 14:17

There is abun dant ev i dence of the mighty power and
wis dom of God in the vast cos mos and the tre men dously
com plex world.   “For the in vis i ble things of him from the
cre ation of the world are clearly seen, be ing un der stood
by the things that are made, even his eter nal power and
God head; so that they are with out ex cuse” (Romans
1:20).

But in ad di tion to such ev i dence of His wis dom and
power, there is also won der ful ev i dence of the grace of
God in na ture.  Al though “the whole cre ation groaneth
and travaileth in pain to gether un til now” (Romans 8:22),
la bor ing un der the aw ful curse on the ground im posed by
God when Adam sinned (Gen e sis 3:17), it has been so
sub jected “in hope,” with God’s prom ise of ul ti mate de liv -
er ance from the bond age of cor rup tion,” and “we are
saved by hope” (Romans 8:20-21, 24).

This good ness of God is ev i denced in the daily vic tory 
of light over dark ness, the an nual re turn of spring af ter
win ter, and the oft-re peated tri umph of life over death. 
Al though in di vid u als die, new souls are born; and al ways,
there is hope.  Man must eat his bread in the sweat of his
face as he la bors to wrest a liv ing from the cursed ground,
but God does send the rain and the fruit ful sea sons, and the 
food is grown.  Though he must eat of it in sor row all the
days of his life, some how God nev er the less fills his heart
with food and glad ness.  And all of the la bor and sweat and 
sor row is “for thy sake” (Gen e sis 3:17), urg ing man to re -
turn to God for both his daily bread and his eter nal sal va -
tion.  How fool ish is the man who re ceives all these gifts
of God’s grace with out ac knowl edg ing their source. 
“Despisest thou the riches of his good ness … not know ing
that the good ness of God leadeth thee to re pen tance?”
(Romans 2:4). 

       Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.

Taken from Days of Praise by Institute for Creation
Research, Copyright – 2013, Permission Granted
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God Owns the Cattle
God owns the cat tle on a thou sand hills,
The wealth in ev ery mine;
He owns the rivers and the rocks and rills,
The sun and stars that shine.
Won der ful riches, more than tongue can tell – 
He is my Fa ther so they’re mine as well; 
He owns the cat tle on a thou sand hills – 
I know that He will care for me.

John W. Pe ter son 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Better!
He brews 8:6-13 — “Let Us Press On!”

IN one sense the book of He brews could ap pear in God’s
Eter nal WORD, the BIBLE; be fore the book of Mat thew
for it fo cuses on a BETTER Cov e nant with our per sonal
re la tion ship with GOD!  The book of He brews tells us of
the tran si tion of the dif fer ence of the Old Cov e nant and
the New Cov e nant.  “Let us there fore draw near with
bold ness (con fi dence) unto the throne of grace, that we
may re ceive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time 
of need.” – He brews 4:16.  

The pur pose of He brews is to show us that we have the
priv i lege of a per sonal re la tion ship with God through Je -
sus Christ, who is the liv ing, sym pa thetic High Priest and
our eter nal Me di a tor; as He has done ev ery thing re quired
for our SALVATION!  For IN and through HIM we can
come into the pres ence of the one and only true HOLY
and LIVING God; as there is NO god equal or like unto
HIM! 

JESUS has opened a new and liv ing way and though we
be sin ful we re ceive mercy for His sake.  God has ac -
cepted His sin-of fer ing.  Now God ac cepts us for His
sake; al though we in our selves are lost and un wor thy sin -
ners – mar vel ous GRACE!  

The ‘re li gion ist’ is cap ti vated with have I done enough or
I’ll have to take my ‘chances’; while a Chris tian is saved
by Faith alone, the Word alone and Grace alone and is
‘ad e quate’ as he walk by faith and not sight!  1 Co rin thi -
ans 5:7.  For those of you who are self-cleans ing your self
be fore our Al mighty HOLY/PERFECT GOD, no tice
what God says in His Holy WORD through Jer e miah:
“‘For though you wash your self with lye, and use much
soap, Yet your in iq uity is marked be fore Me.’ Says the
LORD GOD.’”  - Jer e miah 2:22, Also Isa iah 64:6

Af ter we have re ceived mercy at the Throne (in the Holy
of Holies) and been ac cepted for Christ’s sake, we are to
go on into life, and as a re sult of our fel low ship with God,
it will then be ap par ent by the way we live.  Though we
will not be sat is fied to re main as new born spir i tual babes, 
there will be an urge in us to press on in growth and de vel -
op ment.

In the book of He brews the word better is very pro found. 
Now make a list of Bi ble verses in the book of He brews of 
the word ‘better.’  Along with the word ‘better’ you
should also note such words as “more, higher, greater,
new, heav enly and eter nal.”

With the help of Mat thew Henry’s Com men tary, I want

you to note ‘three F & P’s.

I. The Free ness of this Par don

NO sin is so great that GOD can not for give, with ‘godly
re pen tance’ (II Co rin thi ans 7:10): once again there is NO
Sin that God can not for give and for get that is brought in
and un der the blood of His Son, Je sus,  the only per fect
sac ri fice; which is the in no cent ONE for us guilty ones!  
II Tim o thy 1:9.  

“My Hope Is In The Lord”
For me He died,
For me He lives,
And ev er last ing life and light
He freely gives.
  No merit of my own
His an ger to sup press.
My only hope is found
In Je sus’ righ teous ness.

IF a per son com mit ted such a crime that he was locked in
prison for life; but a higher of fi cial granted him a par don;
what would keep him from be ing ‘re leased to free dom’
ex cept himself?

Oc ca sion ally when it co mes to ‘weather’ some folk will
make the ri dic u lous  state ment it is ‘about time’ OR ‘we
de serve it or better’!  Well I beg to dif fer and agree (again) 
with Mar tin Lu ther who stated that if we got what we de -
served, we would be like a blade of grass AND I (per son -
ally) also be lieve  that we would not fair that well!  

II. The Full ness of this Par don

Oc ca sion ally over many years I have ‘kiddingly’ stated
that I am go ing to write a book and the ti tle of it is: ‘Hu -
mil ity and How I at tained it’!    BUT  in re al ity a ‘Chris -
tian’ should NEVER thank GOD for ‘hu mil ity’; for the
pres ent mo ment and on (un til re pented of – 1 John 1:7-9);
that per son is ‘blow ing’ his own ‘horn’ and is let ting the
ego get to the fore-front, called P R I D E; which is SIN,
which is the back-bone of all sin.  

OH, how thank ful you and I should be that God’s Pascal
LAMB stated on ‘the Old Rug ged Cross’ “It is fin ished!”  
YES, HE paid the full price (nailed to the tree) for ALL
your sins and mine; so that we are set free – John 8:31-36.

IN these days when even some ‘Chris tians’ use GRACE
as a pil low to sin upon; I am think ing of a con ser va tive
child of God who stated he thought from the pul pit (sa -



“The re deemed of the Lord shall re turn, and come
with sing ing unto Zion, and ev er last ing joy shall be upon
their head; they shall ob tain glad ness and joy, and sor row
and mourn ing shall feel away”  (ISA. 51:14)

Come, ye pil grims, cease to mourn,
Press on ward to the prize;
Soon thy Sav iour will re turn
Tri um phant in the skies:
Yet a sea son and you know
Happy en trance shall be given;

All your sor rows left be low, 
And earth ex changed for heaven.

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: and
there shall be no more death, nei ther sor row, nor cry ing,
nei ther shall there be any more pain: for the for mer things
are passed away.  And He that sat upon the throne said, Be -
hold, I make all things new. (Rev. 21:4, 5)

Taken from DAILY FOOD For CHRISTIANS: Printed in 
1897 or earlier, American Tract Society
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cred desk) the ‘ser mon’ should be 90% Law & 10%
Grace!    Take the time and look up Galatians 3:24.

All men are guilty be fore a righ teous God and all come
un der His con dem na tion.  John 3:18, 36, Romans 3:23. 
But through it all, we have a cer tain hope:  Christ died and 
rose again for our jus ti fi ca tion, which means be ing ‘de -
clared righ teous’ AND God is the ‘Justifier’ and He de -
clares the same  in Heaven!  Romans 3:24 – 25.

When a ‘be liever’ gets un der God’s Law; he will lose his
‘joy’ in the LORD and likely even his as sur ance of Sal va -
tion.  And yet JESUS states IF you love Me, you will keep 
my ‘Com mand ments/Law’; not be cause I have too (de -
mand), but I want (love) to.

Hans Neilsen Hauge put it this way: “A be liever is re -
moved from the con dem na tion of the LAW, but not com -
pli ance to the LAW.”  See Romans 8:1.

Sadly, the world would call a saved sin ner who is a Bib li -
cal pietist a ‘legalist’ and even some ‘Chris tians’ are thus
mis taken; while a ‘legalist’ is per form ing to be come wor -
thy/merit and a Bib li cal pietist is obey ing the Scrip tures
be cause he loves Je sus and thus wants to obey the Holy
Bi ble, out of love and obe di ence.

III. Fixed ness of this Par don – V. 8 

Fairly of ten it is quoted ‘Obey Your Con science’; es pe -
cially when the op por tu nity/temp ta tion is ques tion able,
kind of say ing let your con science be your ‘guide’; and
make the ‘fi nal’ de ci sion.  Sounds good un til you face the
fact/re al iza tion that a per son’s ‘con science’ can eas ily be
dulled/warped OR just twisted in com ply ing to a Per sons’
de sire.  

For a per son who is filled with the Holy Spirit/con trolled
by the Holy Spirit, who be comes very sen si tive  to ward
sin and obe di ence, and at times has a yel low ‘flag’ come
up in their mind/con science.  I want to go on ‘re cord’ as
say ing “Just Obey It” even though you don’t know why
the ‘yel low flag’ is there!  Take your ‘hu man rea son ing’
cap tive in obe di ence to the gen tle Holy Spirit who will
never lead con trary to the Holy Scrip tures/Bi ble.  “For
God is not un just to for get your work and la bor of love

which you have shown to ward His name, in that you have
min is tered to the saints, and do min is ter” – He brews
6:10.  (Please read also 6:11-12).

It has been dem on strated by the fail ure of the Old Cov e -
nant that if God’s laws were ever to be ful filled by man it
would have to be by some chang ing of his very na ture. 
For when man met the Law of God in his own na ture, he
be comes more and more aware of the wick ed ness of that
na ture; but by the New Cov e nant God would find a way
to make His Law live in the mind and heart of the be liever.

The ‘fixed ness’ of this Par don is so fi nal and so fixed that
God will re mem ber their sins no more; he will not re call
EVEN His par don.  It is the ef fect of that mercy that is
from ev er last ing and the ear nest of that mercy that shall
be to ev er last ing.  “I will put My laws in their mind and
write them on their hearts; and I will be their God and
they shall be My peo ple” v. 10b.  There fore we have great 
rea son to re joice that the for mer dis pen sa tion is old-fash -
ioned or ob so lete and has van ished away.

LOOK AT, MARVEL ON ‘our’ Al mighty, All-know ing,
Holy GOD “‘For I will be mer ci ful to their un righ -
teous ness, and their sins and their law less deeds I will
re mem ber no more.’”  Not ‘only’ does the one and only
true GOD for give the re pen tant sin ner through the
BLOOD of the Cru cified and Liv ing Per fect Sac ri fice
ONE; for His Names’ Sake; BUT HE for gets!  What a
SAVIOR!  This is Al most too good to be true!

“‘I, even I, am He who blots out your trans gres sions
for My own sake; And I will not re mem ber your sins’”
Isa iah 43:25.  Lord I be lieve, help me over come ‘un be -
lief’.  As God is trust wor thy and can not lie.  (Num bers
23:19).  But for the un saved sin ner “be sure your sin will
find you out” – in time and eter nity! Num bers 32:23b.

“Blessed be the God and Fa ther of our Lord Je sus
Christ, who ac cord ing to His abun dant mercy has be -
got ten us again to a liv ing hope through the res ur rec -
tion of Je sus Christ from the dead, to an in her i tance
in cor rupt ible and un de filed and that does not fade
away, re served in heaven for you….”1 Pe ter 1:3-5. 
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Church Discipline
(1 Co rin thi ans 5 & 6)

By Dr. O. Gornitzka

In tro duc tory 

In the pre ced ing chap ters the apos tle has dealt with prob -
lems rel a tive to the church and the min is try.  In these chap ters 
he deals with moral prob lems among the mem bers of the
church.  Scan dals have been re ported to him and his heart is
filled with sor row and righ teous in dig na tion.  There fore the
seven-fold “know ye not.”  The Chris tians are to sit down
and con sider se ri ously their sins as well as their at ti tude to sin 
as man i fested in their midst.  They are to check up on them -
selves lest they be drift ing into that dan ger ous by path of
indifferentism wherein pet sins are ex cused and flour ish.

A Chris tian is in need of a con stant check ing up be cause
of his sin ful flesh (Rom. 13:14; Gal. 5:13) and his de ceit ful
heart (Jer. 17:9, 10).  He is not to for get the cleans ing from his 
old sins but to ex er cise dil i gence to make his call ing and
elec tion sure (2 Pet. 1:9, 10).  

Key Verses – Ch. 6:19, 20

These verses give us the key to these chap ters.  They are
the moun tain peak from whence we view the sins in ques tion
and the teach ing given.  Sin does not ap pear equally black
and dis tinct from any and ev ery view point.  What from the
low land of hu man stan dards may be tol er ated and ex cused
will from the heights of God’s Word ap pear in all its hid eous
black ness.  There fore we must view life from God’s point of
view in or der to judge rightly.

The young Chris tians at Cor inth were as yet con tam i -
nated with the low ide als of hea then ism in that wicked city. 
The sanc tity of the body, as well as the soul, they as yet did
not ap pre ci ate.  Nei ther had they come to re al ize the gulf ex -
ist ing be tween the com mu nion of saints and the world out -
side.  Thus they had wit tingly or un wit tingly dis hon ored the
name of God among the hea then.  

These key verses con tain a three-fold truth rel a tive to the
Chris tian in his re la tion to God.

I. “Your body is a tem ple of the Holy Spirit”

In Ch. 3:16, 17 the Chris tians as a group were spo ken of
as a tem ple of God in which the Spirit dwells.  There fore the
se ri ous ness of sin ning against that tem ple.  In these verses the 
body of the in di vid ual Chris tian is spo ken of as a tem ple. 
Even though a body of sin ful flesh yet sur ren dered to God, it
has be come a tem ple in which the Spirit of God dwells.  It is
now what it orig i nally was in tended to be, not a mas ter over
the Spirit, but the in stru ment of the Spirit.

The body is such a tem ple be cause the be liever has re -

ceived the Holy Spirit as a gift from God.  This gift is be -
stowed as soon as the sin ner re pents and en ters into
fel low ship with Christ (Acts 2:38, 39).  This is a com mon ex -
pe ri ence in the lives of all who call Je sus Lord (1 Cor. 12:3). 
They are not only drawn to Christ by the Spirit but the Spirit
takes His abode within – “which is in you.”  This truth should 
be suf fi cient to give us God’s view point as to the sanc tity of
the body.  How ever, it is not all that is stated.

2. “Ye are not your own”

By vir tue of the fact that the body is God’s tem ple it be -
longs not to our selves but to God.  To be born again in volves
a great trans ac tion.  It means the shift ing of own er ship – self
steps down and Christ as cends.  Paul has aptly ex pressed
this truth in Gal. 2:20: “It is no lon ger I that live, but Christ
liveth in me.”  The con trol ling mind is no lon ger “I” but
“Christ.”  The var i ous mem bers of the body are to re spond to
the im pulses from the higher source.  Thus the tongue, the
eye, the ear, the hand, the foot is to serve Him.  This trans ac -
tion is in volved in the price paid once for all on the cross.  “Ye 
are bought with a price” (Cf. 1 Pe ter 1:18, 19).  This own er -
ship ex tends into all the phases of hu man life – body, time
and pos ses sions.  Only as we rec og nize this fact will we be -
come true stew ards.

3. “Glo rify God there fore in your body”

In these words is stated the only wor thy aim in life of one 
who is “bought with a price.”  The self-con trolled life is the
self-cen tered life, seek ing its own.  The Christ-con trolled life 
lives the Christ-like life just to glo rify the Fa ther.  This can -
not be done apart from the body, as the body is an in te gral
part of hu man per son al ity.  The Christ-life is to find ex pres -
sion even through our bod ies.  The ap pli ca tion of this truth is
found in Ch. 6:13-18.  Our very body are the mem bers of the
body of Christ.  From this lofty ideal we are to view the sit u a -
tion as found among the Co rin thi ans.

II.  Church Discipline

1. The Sit u a tion – Ch. 5:1, 2
The sin spo ken of is a gross form of im mo ral ity, not a

case of stum bling but of per sis tent wrong-do ing.  It was so
ab hor rent that not even among Gen tiles did one hear of such
wick ed ness.  How black the sin there fore ap peared in the
light of the truth al ready ex pressed in the key verses!  This
caused great anx i ety and much grief to the apos tle but what
grieved him even more was the at ti tude taken by the
church as such in this case.  The sin ner was tol er ated within
the church with out be ing dis ci plined.  Yes, the church was
even “puffed up” in spite of this sit u a tion.  That one mem ber
might com mit a great sin was in it self  great cause for much
sor row, but that the moral tone of the church as such was so
low that sin was not judged as sin and dealt with as sin, was



cause for still more sor row.  That was an in dict ment, not
against the sin ner only but against the whole com mu nity of
be liev ers.  And, in this case against Chris tians who did
glory in many spir i tual gifts, which goes to prove that pos -
sess ing spir i tual gifts and grow ing in spir i tual graces is not
one and the same thing.  The one may ex ist with out the
other. 

A Study Guide, 1 CORINTHIANS by O. Gornitzka

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Houston, We Have Problem”

By Ted Camp

On April 13, 1970, As tro naut James A. Lovell sud -
denly re ported a phrase that will never be for got ten:
“Hous ton, we have a prob lem.”  He was 205,000 miles
from Earth on Apollo 13, which had ex pe ri enced a rup ture 
in the fuel cell ox y gen tank.  This re sulted in an ex plo sion
that caused Apollo to lose ox y gen, elec tric power and
other es sen tial sys tems.

Their re turn to Earth be came ques tion able.  They had
a prob lem.  There was only one chance for sur vival.  They
had to aban don Apollo 13 and the mis sion.  The crew en -
tered into a lu nar mod ule dur ing the re turn to earth.  They
re-en tered the earth’s at mo sphere and fi nally splashed
down safely in the Pa cific Ocean on April 17, 1970
(Wikipedia).

As tro naut Lovell was hav ing a prob lem-free jour ney
in outer space.  But in just a few mo ments, ev ery thing rap -
idly changed.

As a Chris tian, your life can be changed in a mo ment. 
Ev ery thing can be won der ful, but in a mo ment things
could change.  It could be due to a text, an e-mail or a
phone call.   Your life can dras ti cally change in just a few
mo ments.

It could be fi nances, can cer, fam ily, health, an ac ci -
dent; or you could be blindsided from an un ex pected
event.  Some things can quickly hap pen, and your life will
never be the same again.  

You will learn that just be ing a Chris tian does not free
you from pain and prob lems.  Life can be tough.  We must
learn to ac cept what we did not cause or can not change.

Ev ery thing hap pened sud denly to Job, and at least six -
teen times he ques tioned, “Why?”  Job never knew why. 
He learned that know ing why would not change what hap -
pened.  Fi nally Job said, “though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him” (13:15).

We may need to stop try ing and start trust ing as Job
did.  We may need to ask the Lord to in crease our faith and
trust in Him.  When an un ex pected prob lem sud denly hap -

pens, we can, “My Heav enly fa ther, I have a prob lem.”
James Lovell sought help from Hous ton, but we can

seek help from the Lord.  “Cast ing all your care upon
him; for he careth for you” (1 Pe ter 5:7).  “Cast” means to 
roll your cares off you and roll them upon the Lord.

The Lord may not still your storm, but He can still you 
in the storm.  He can change the bad to be come good.  The
Lord will have the last word, and it will be good.  The Lord 
also prom ises He will never leave or for sake you (Heb.
13:5).   The Lord will re main with you when you have a
prob lem, and He will re main un til splash down.

When you can’t see the hand of God, look for the
heart of God.

Taken from Sword of the Lord. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“BE YE … READY”!
The sur est thing in all the world is the re turn of Je sus

Christ to take His own unto Him self.  The time of His
com ing is not made known so that we may be con stantly
look ing for Him.  The con scious ness of His “any mo ment
re turn” is the great est in cen tive for evan ge lism, re vival
and soul win ning.

If you knew Je sus would come to day, what would you 
do?  He may come to day!  He is com ing some day!

A gen tle man vis it ing a cer tain school gave out the in -
for ma tion that he would give a prize to the pu pil whose
desk he found in the best or der when he re turned. 

“But when will you re turn?” some of them asked.
“That I can not tell,” was the an swer.
A lit tle girl, who had been noted for her dis or derly

hab its, an nounced that she meant to win the prize.
“You!” her school mates jeered.  “Why, your desk is

al ways out of or der.”
“Oh! But I mean to clean it the first of ev ery week!”
“But sup pose he should come at the end of the week?” 

some one asked.
“Then I will clean it ev ery morn ing.”
“But he may come at the end of the day.”
For a mo ment the lit tle girl was si lent.  “I know what

I’ll do,” she said de cid edly; “I’ll just keep it clean.”
So it must be with the Lord’s ser vants who would be

ready for His com ing.  It may be at mid night or at
cock-crow ing in the morn ing. The ex hor ta tion is not “Get
ye ready,” but “BE ye …… ready”!

             M. R. DeHaan
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

A Leader Of Conviction

The pres i dent of Ec ua dor, Rafael Cor rea, threat ened
to re sign his of fice if the Ec ua dor ian As sem bly le gal izes
abor tion in his country.

Cor rea, who as sumed of fice in 2007, said he feels be -
trayed by mem bers of his own party who fa vor abor tion. 
“They can do what ever they want.  I will never ap prove
the de crim i nal iza tion of abortion.

Se lected

Army Lists American Family Association
As Hate Group

As re ported by Fox News’ Todd Starnes, the Amer ica
Fam ily As so ci a tion (AFA) was listed along side do mes tic
hate groups like the Ku Klux Klan, Neo-Na zis, the Black
Pan thers and the Na tion of Is lam dur ing a mil i tary train ing 
ses sion at Camp Shelby in Mis sis sippi in Oc to ber.  It is be -
lieved the Army got their list of “hate groups” from the
left ist South ern Pov erty Law Cen ter.  An army spokes man 
later backed away from these al le ga tions by say ing the in -
for ma tion came from the “internet,” but no apol ogy was
given.  The AFA said they might take le gal ac tion.

Information from AFA.net.10/15/13

Outrageous Book by ELCA Pastor Nadia
Bolz-Weber

Nadia Bolz-Weber, a pas tor in the  Evan gel i cal Lu -
theran Church in Amer ica (ELCA), a leader in the Emer -
gent Church, and a sought-af ter speaker for ELCA youth
events re cently pub lished an out ra geous  book laced with
pro fan ity, vul gar ity and even blas phemy against God –
Pastrix the Cranky, Beau ti ful Faith of a Sin ner & Saint.  

If you want to read a book that aptly de scribes what
the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in Amer ica has be come,
get a copy of Pastrix by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  The book,
which de scribes her jour ney to be come a pas tor, is so out -
ra geous that this pub li ca tion dares only of fer up a mild
sam ple.  Af ter com par ing her self to a fic tional teen aged
drug ad dict Bolz-Weber stated, “I was al lowed not to die
in ex change for work ing for God. I’d have to become
God’s [pros ti tute].”

Nadia Bolz-Weber was a prin ci ple speaker at the
ELCA’s youth con ven tion in 2012.  She is one of the au -
thors of a re cently pub lished ELCA study called An i mate
Faith, which chal lenges foun da tional bib li cal doc trines,

in clud ing the blood atone ment of Je sus Christ.  In re cent
weeks she has been on a na tion wide book tour that in -
cluded ap pear ances at ELCA col leges.  

In one in ter view about her new book, Bolz-Weber
com mented on the Apos tles Creed – “Oh my god, no body
be lieves ev ery line of the creed.”  While we do not rec om -
mend this book, per sons in the ELCA who still doubt or
sanc tion what is tak ing place in that church body might be
oth er wise con vinced af ter read ing Pastrix.

Taken from The Vine and Branches, Winter; 2013

Nigerian Islamists Force Christian
Woman to Convert

The Al-Qaida-linked Is lamic group Boko Haram un -
leashed a new tac tic in its war to oblit er ate Chris tian ity in
north ern Ni ge ria: con vert or die.

Two gun men from Boko Haram kid napped Hajja, a
19-year-old Chris tian … as she picked corn near her vil -
lage in the Gwoza hills, a re mote part of north east ern Ni -
ge ria where a six-month-old gov ern ment of fen sive is
strug gling to con tain an in sur gency by Boko Haram.

“If I cried, they beat me.  If I spoke, they beat me. 
They told me I must be come a Mus lim, but I re fused again
and again,” Hajja told Reuters in an in ter view.

The Islamists threat ened her with a knife pressed to
her throat and said her op tions were to con vert to Is lam or
die…

Boko Haram is gen er ally trans lated as “West ern ed u -
ca tion is sin ful.”…

Tif fany Lynch, se nior pol icy an a lyst at the U. S. Com -
mis sion on In ter na tional Re li gious Free dom, told the Post
by e-mail that “Boko Haram’s stated goal is the im ple -
men ta tion of shari’a na tion wide and in 2012 called on all
Chris tians to leave north ern Ni ge ria.  With this goal, Boko 
Haram at tacks churches dur ing wor ship ser vices to max i -
mize its kill ings, kills in di vid ual Chris tians, forces Chris -
tians to con vert to Is lam or die, kills per sons en gaged in
what it be lieves is un-Is lamic behavior, and kills Muslim
critics.

Lynch added that from Jan u ary 1, 2012 through July
31, 2013, USCIRF found that Boko Haram had ini ti ated
re li giously mo ti vated at tacks on 50 churches that were
“bombed, burned or at tacked, kill ing at least 366 per -
sons.”  She con tin ued that there were 31 sep a rate at tacks
on Chris tians or south ern ers per ceived to be Chris tian,
“kill ing at least 166 per sons.” … 

ChristianPost.com

8



Ed i tor’s Note: The so-called “re li gion of peace” con -
tin ues to dem on strate that it is any thing but peace ful!

Please pray for the ‘per se cuted breth ren’ around the
world!  No doubt some of them are pray ing for us!

New Lutheran Archbishop Of Sweden
Takes As Her Motto – “Allahu Akbar”

The newly elected arch bishop of the Lu theran Church 
in Swe den, who will pre side over 6.5 mil lion Lu ther ans in
Swe den, has cho sen as her motto the Is lamic def i ni tion of
God, “Allahu Akbar,” “God is greater.”  When Arch -
bishop Jackelen was pressed to say whether Je sus or Mu -
ham mad of fered the best un der stand ing of God, she
refused to answer.

Be tween the new arch bishop’s motto and her un will -
ing ness to make a dis tinc tion be tween Je sus and Mu ham -
mad, a num ber of clergy have said they will leave the
Church of Swe den.  Also alarm ing to many were her com -
ments to a re porter that the vir gin birth of Christ must be
un der stood met a phor i cally, hell does not ex ist and the
Bib li cal texts must not be taken as truth.

Lead ers of the Lu theran World Fed er a tion praised
Jackelen’s elec tion as arch bishop of the larg est church
body in their mem ber ship, call ing her elec tion an af fir ma -
tion of di ver sity.  Be tween the ELCA and the Church of
Swe den, the Lu theran World Fed er a tion is now one of the
su preme in flu ences pro mot ing her esy and apos tasy
through out the world.  Hope fully, more con ser va tive Lu -
theran bod ies will re con sider their mem ber ship in the
LWF.

The Vine and Branches; Winter, 2013
Ed i tor’s Note:  Mat thew 15:14, Luke 6:39, Romans

16:17-19, 11 Co rin thi ans 6:14-18, Ephe sians 5:8-16,                  
II Thess. 3:14-15, Rev e la tion 17 & 18 – (es pe cially
18:4-5).

Christian College Considering Allowing
Faculty Members to Be in Same-Sex
Relationships

A Vir ginia Chris tian col lege is con sid er ing re vers ing
its pol icy that cur rently bans ten ure-line fac ulty mem bers
from be ing in same-sex re la tion ships. 

Fol low ing a unan i mous board or der, Easter Men no -
nite Uni ver sity Pres i dent Loren Swartzendruber an -
nounced on No vem ber 18 (2013) that the school would
em bark on a six-month “lis ten ing pe riod” where stu dents,
fac ulty and staff would be asked to share in put with the ad -
min is tra tion on whether the in sti tu tion should reverse its
ban.  

Dur ing the pe riod, “fac ulty will not be pe nal ized for

vi o lat ing the pol icy, mean ing some pro fes sors in same-sex 
re la tion ships could keep their jobs or be hired,” re ported
In side Higher Ed.  The board will sub se quently vote per
the rec om men da tion of EMU’s president…

“…Col lab o ra tive de ci sion-mak ing means that a com -
mu nity is func tion ing well,” Swartzendruber said in a
state ment, sum ma riz ing the thoughts of a board mem ber. 
“This board’s de ci sion and this pro cess will, I think, show
how well our com mu nity func tions.  God is giv ing us the
op por tu nity to model re spect for each other, honesty and
integrity.”

Same-sex mar riage is not le gal in Vir ginia.  In 2006,
vot ers rat i fied a con sti tu tional amend ment that af firmed
the def i ni tion of mar riage as the un ion be tween a man and
a woman. 

Morgan Lee for ChristianPost.com

EDITOR’S COMMENTS:  In cred i ble!  Such care -
fully worded rhet o ric is ap pall ing!  How any “Chris tian” 
group can head down this trail is un imag in able.
Sword of the Lord.

New Employment Law Passed

The U. S. Sen ate de liv ered a sneak at tack on re li gious  
lib erty …in a stun ning 64 – 32 vote to pass the Em ploy -
ment Non dis crim i na tion Act (ENDA)…

De spite the name, ENDA most cer tainly does dis crim -
i nate against Chris tian busi ness own ers, Chris tian
schools, Chris tian camps and coun sel ors, and Chris tian
fam i lies by forc ing schools and em ploy ers to hire and re -
tain transgenders. 

…Class rooms with stu dents as young as five or six
years old will be forced to watch should their teacher
choose to trans form …from Marvin to Mary.

And par ents op posed to this?  Should (par ents) choose 
to re move their child from such an en vi ron ment, it will be
treated as a dis crim i na tory act.

Traditional Values Coalition 
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Hans Nielsen Hauge
AT one of Hans Niel sen Hauge’s tri als, he faced the

pos si bly of be ing re leased from jail in 1804.  He
was prom ised free dom IF he would stop preach ing. 
Hauge said the fol low ing: “I can not prom ise to dis -
con tinue my de vo tional meet ings and my prayers,
and I can not see that these should be det ri men tal

when so many gath er ings are per mit ted where peo -
ple ca rouse, get drunk and swear.”



From Our Fellowship Circle 

Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Beul ah, ND
We have been shar ing the Morn ing Glory with fam ily –
and it is so good to sit to gether as a fam ily and dis cuss
Scrip tural is sues and where we are to day in prep a ra tion of
Je sus com ing again!  Thank you.

Could you please send the Morn ing Glory to the fol low -
ing …

M. T. Twin Cit ies Area, MN
Thank you for the re ceipt and all the work you do in tak ing 
care of this money as pect for the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing Glory as the As sis tant
Trea surer!  May God Richly Bless You!

We sure are hav ing some very cold weather and now I am
hop ing it warms up very soon…

I am ask ing if you would be so kind as to send a sub scrip -
tion of the Morn ing Glory to my sis ter and her hus band, as
at times when she and I are vis it ing I re fer to some thing
that I’ve read in the Morn ing Glory.  So now I think it’s
time she gets the Morn ing Glory di rectly and then be able
to read all of it.  Fol low ing is their name and ad dress …

Thank you so much and may you ex pe ri ence a Joy ous
New Year!

A. & K. T. Livingston, NJ
Thank you for your blessed mag a zine.  Please con tinue
send ing it to us and also please con tinue send ing it to the
fol low ing …

En closed is our do na tion of $… from us all.  Thank you
again.

J. C. J.  Pel i can Rap ids, MN
May God con tinue to bless you as you min is ter through
up hold ing of Scrip ture and stay ing true to True Faith. 

J. H. Ames, IA
Thank you for your won der ful min is try that is sent out to
so many.  May the Lord bless you as you con tinue to send
His Mes sage out so that many may read and hear. 

I am en clos ing my check to you as you con tinue and fur -
ther this Great Work.

My hus band Jim, died very sud denly …while we were in

Ar i zona.  I miss him so much.  I am thank ful how ever that
he is with the Lord now.  

May God bless you.

Pas tor & Mrs. J. A. Yuma, AZ
We greet you from Yuma, AZ., where we are now spend -
ing the win ter months in as sist ing our son who is a Pas tor
here of …  So dur ing the week my Hus band has the
Mid-week Bi ble Stud ies and does vis i ta tions also dur ing
the week.

We know you have both been hav ing health is sues and
trust you are do ing better now.  We are pray ing for you and 
the im por tant work you do through the Morn ing Glory
mag a zine.

We would like to or der …

IF pos si ble could you send back is sues of the Morn ing
Glory so we can hand them out to the mem bers here?

Ed i tor’s Note: Most cer tainly, as we like many more to get 
ex posed to the Morn ing Glory and pos si bly as a re sult of
the same, more NEW Sub scrib ers.  SO why don’t YOU
ask for the same, or cur rent is sues to be prayerfully
handed out?  A do na tion is al ways wel come!  Are YOU
will ing to take up this chal lenge??? 

E. G. Story Plain, Al berta
I was so shocked to read of the “An i mate” Bi ble the ELCA 
has writ ten and all the other facts, as such as, marrying
gays.  It is ab so lutely dis gust ing!  (Ed.  Tragic and
anti-scrip tural).  Do they not know what Rev e la tion
22:18-19 says?

I still use the King James Ver sion of the BIBLE and on oc -
ca sion will read others in or der to get a fuller un der stand -
ing of what God is say ing!  But I al ways go back to the
King James as reg u lar man ual.  I like mem o riz ing from
that Ver sion and I like the words “Thou” & “Thee”.  It has
a more holy rev er ence to it than the oth ers.   

To sat isfy my cu ri os ity, please send me some quotes from
this ‘An i mate’ Bi ble so I can see how bad it re ally is.

I be lieve we are liv ing in days like be fore the Flood in
Gen e sis.  There is not much gen u ine faith in the world to -
day and out ward sin is cer tainly ram pant.

Re gard less, how ever I will praise the Lord any way and
look to HIM as the Solid Rock!
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Some Bible Verses From The
New Living Translation That

Relate To Healing!
Prayer fully sub mit ted by Pas tor Willmore Gundersen,

Fergus Falls, MN

The Lord and Cre ator of the uni verse is the Au thor
and Fin isher of my faith.  When it co mes to the heal ing of
our phys i cal body we of ten feel help less.  There fore, I
want to go to the One who has cre ated the faith in God that
I have in my life. My de sire is to do His will and live in a
right re la tion ship with Him in all that I do. 

First of all I start with the prom ises.  Rom. 12:2:
“Don’t copy the be hav ior and cus toms of this world, but
let God trans form you into a new per son by chang ing the
way you think.  Then you will know what God wants you
to do and you will know how good and pleas ing and per -
fect his will re ally is.” 

Joshua who led the peo ple of Is rael and had lived a
long life said to the peo ple of his day.  Joshua 23:14: 
“Now I am about to go the way of all the earth.  You know
with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good
prom ises the Lord your God gave you has failed.  Ev ery
prom ise has been ful filled; not one has failed.”  That’s
quite a state ment!  Sev eral mil lion peo ple could think
back to all the prom ises that they knew of and not one
prom ise had failed!

In Psalm 146:5-6 we read:  “But happy are those who
have the God of Is rael as their helper, whose hope is in the
LORD their God. He is the one who made heaven and
earth, the sea, and ev ery thing in them. He is the one who
keeps ev ery prom ise for ever.”

Sec ondly, I want to es tab lish for you the great ness of
GOD’S name.  This is needed so that you can un der stand
the awe some ness of His Holy name.  I will only quote a
few Bi ble verses that tells us of this.

Psalm 111:9b-10: “What a holy, awe-in spir ing
name he has!  Rev er ence for the LORD is the foun da tion
of true wis dom.  The re wards of wis dom come to all who
obey Him.  Praise His name for ever.” Isa iah 64:4:  “For
since the world be gan, no ear has heard, and no eye has
seen A GOD LIKE YOU, who works for those who wait
for Him!”  Do you see how He is on our side?  He is think -
ing of us and pray ing for us all the time.  No tice what He
wants to do next for us in re gard to His name.  Isa iah 52:6:
“But I will re veal My name to My peo ple, and they will
come to know its power.  Then at last they will rec og nize
that it is I who speaks to them.”

His name is above ev ery other name on earth as well
as in heaven be cause He died for our sins.  Philippians

2:9-11:  “Be cause of this, God raised him up to the
heights of heaven and gave him a name that is above ev -
ery other name, so that at the name of Je sus ev ery knee
will bow, in heaven and on earth and un der the earth, and
ev ery tongue will con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”

That is why Je sus taught the peo ple that heard Him
be fore His death and res ur rec tion took place, how we as
in di vid u als should pray to God the Fa ther in the name of
Je sus.  We should do this be cause Je sus is the me di a tor be -
tween God and man.  This is what He teaches us to do
when we pray. John 16:23-24:  “…The truth is, you can go 
di rectly to the Fa ther and ask him, and He will grant your
re quest be cause you used my name.  (Je sus’ name)  You
have n’t done this be fore.  Ask, us ing My name, and you
will re ceive, and you will have abun dant joy.”

Je sus teaches us in John 15:7 that we are to have a per -
sonal re la tion ship with him.  “But if you stay joined to me
and my words re main in you.  You may ask any re quest
you like, and it will be granted!”  Je sus has just been teach -
ing them; John 15:5: “Yes, I am the vine; you are the
branches, those who re main in me, and I in them, will
pro duce much fruit.  For apart from Me you can do noth -
ing.” 

 Thirdly, phys i cal heal ing.  Luke 4:40:  “As the sun
went down that eve ning, peo ple through out the vil lage
brought sick fam ily mem bers to Je sus.  No mat ter what
their dis eases were, the touch of His hand healed ev ery
one.”  Mat thew 4:23-24 men tions what Je sus did when he
went from place to place.  Je sus trav eled through out Gal i -
lee teach ing in the syn a gogues, preach ing ev ery where the
Good News about the King dom.  And He healed peo ple
who had ev ery kind of sick ness and dis ease.  News about
him spread far be yond the bor ders of Gal i lee so that the
sick were soon com ing to be healed from as far away as
Syria.  And what ever their ill ness and pain or if they were
pos sessed by de mons, or were ep i lep tics, or were par a -
lyzed – He healed them all.”

I think John 14:12-14 is one of the might i est por tions
of Scrip ture that I have come across of late in re gard to
heal ing.  Think of what we just read about in the pre vi ous
para graph and then think of what He is say ing here.  “The
truth is, any one who be lieves in me will do the same
works I have done, and even greater works, be cause I am
go ing to be with the Fa ther.  You can ask for any thing in
my name, and I will do it, be cause the work of the Son
brings glory to the Fa ther.  Yes, ask any thing in my
name, and I will do it!”  Lord, it’s like these verses are
too good to be true!  “For noth ing is im pos si ble with
God.”  (Luke 1:37)  You en cour age us to pray for one an -
other about any need we might have!  1 John 5:14-15: 
“And we can be con fi dent that He will lis ten to us when -
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ever we ask Him for any thing in line with His will.  And 
if we know he is lis ten ing when we make our re quests, we
can be sure that he will give us what we ask for.”

 My prayer starts out where I come to you Heav enly
Fa ther in the name of Je sus.  You tell me that any body who
be lieves in you has the right to come and ask for heal ing or
any other need we might have.  It says in your word that
you “healed them all.”  You are the same yes ter day, to day
and for ever.  That is why I pray for ___________ who
needs heal ing.  You tell me I can pray for any thing so I
pray that you heal ______________ from __________ in
the name of Je sus.  I be lieve it is true that noth ing is im -
pos si ble for you.  I be lieve that you are the maker of
heaven and earth and the Cre ator of all man kind.  For your
name’s sake heal _____________ com pletely.  I quote
your word just like the psalm ist prayed.  Psalm 119:132. 
“Come and show me your mercy, as you do to all who
love your name.”

LORD, you never dis ap point us!  Psalm 145:18-19: 
“The LORD is close to all who call on Him.  Yes, to all who
call on Him sin cerely.  He ful fills the de sires of those who
fear Him: He hears their cries for help and res cues them.”

LORD Je sus you are the ONE that en cour ages us to
con stantly pray and never give up like you say in Luke
18:1.  I am so glad that you tell us in Mat thew 7:7 that we
can  “Keep on ask ing, and you will be given what you ask 
for.”

Thank you for your words that are so pos i tive and
gives us hope and en cour age ment!  I pray this in the Name 
of Je sus Christ my Lord and Sav ior!

Ed i tor’s Note:  Likely YOU have heard many times
over, that the Lord not only lis tens to the prayers of His
chil dren; but an swers YES, NO or Wait!  This is true for
heal ing as well.

JUST THINK, how ‘mar vel ous’ as we pray in to tal
‘har mony’ with His Will for the Sal va tion of Pre cious
SOULS, as we know that it is His will: “’who de sires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowl edge of the
truth.” (1 Tim o thy 2:4)   YES, HE SHED HIS VERY
PRECIOUS BLOOD FOR THE SINS OF THE
WHOLE WORLD; BUT must be ‘per son ally’ re ceived!

My hope is built on noth ing less 
Than Je sus’ blood and righ teous ness;
I dare not trust the sweet est frame,
But wholly lean on Je sus’ name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I sand;
All other ground is sink ing sand,
All other ground is sink ing sand.

There is some thing so very spe cial/Pre cious about
that Name JESUS!  See  ACTS 4:7-8 

Love … rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but
rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things,

believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things.    1 Corinthians 13:4 -7.

The kindly at ti tude of love has a pe cu liar ca pac ity for
un der stand ing oth ers.

This is be cause the new life of love can never be cre -
ated within us un til we have learned to un der stand our -
selves and our own in ner de file ment of soul.

Those who re al ize their own sin ful ness al ways be -
come char i ta ble in their judg ment of the fail ings of oth ers.  
There is some thing within them which de sires to know
whether the in ten tions of those who have erred were as
bad as they seemed.

In ev ery sec u lar court there is a de fense at tor ney
whose duty it is to in di cate all the mit i gat ing cir cum -
stances.  Is there in us any such de fender who is per mit ted
to ex press her self and point out the cir cum stances which
might ex cuse our neighbor?

So many have dis missed this de fender.  As a re sult,
slan der of ten flour ishes even among Chris tians.

True love does not only ex cuse a fail ing neigh bor; it
re proves him also.  This is un doubtedly love’s hard est
duty.    But it can not do oth er wise; for it re joices with the
truth.

We Chris tians of to day need to give heed to this as pect 
of love.  There is very lit tle sin cere and kindly neigh borly
dis ci pline among us.

And there are rea sons for this.
There is of ten a great deal of ri valry among the var i -

ous Chris tian groups.  Peo ple do not dare to ex er cise dis ci -
pline within their own groups be cause they are afraid of
los ing some of their mem bers.  And it is im pos si ble, for
ob vi ous rea sons, for mem bers of one group to dis ci pline
mem bers of other groups.  Of ten times they are the sub -
jects of slan der ous re marks.  Here is a dan ger greater than
most peo ple sus pect. 

 Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby,
Copyright – 1994 Augsburg Fortress.  (Original –

Copyright 1937), Permission Granted.
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“He has a right to criticize
who has a heart to help.”

Abraham Lincoln 



Rod and Staff
Psalm 23:4

“Thy Rod and thy Staff they com fort me.”
“Where fore com fort one an other with these words.”

This Psalm, above any other Scrip ture, has brought com -
fort into the sick room in both home and hos pi tal.  It has
been quoted at bed side and at graveside.  It has brought its
con so la tion into the be reaved fam ily cir cle.  It teaches of
God’s care and hushes our fears to rest.  It even brings
glad ness in a time of sad ness.  It en cour ages the dis cour -
aged and com forts the dis com forted.

This Psalm brings food to the fam ished, free dom to the 
fet tered, firm ness to the fickle, force to the fee ble, fa vor to
the faulty.

This Psalm feeds us in green pas tures and at a pre -
pared ta ble; it leads us by still wa ters and through the
shaded val ley; it deeds to us daily good ness and mercy; it
reads to us our ti tle to a man sion in the sky; it needs from
us only faith and trust for per ma nent peace.

This Psalm light ens the path way of the pil grim; it
bright ens the high way to heaven; it tight ens the hold of
the Sav ior’s hand on us.   

This Psalm strength ens the saint all the days of his
life; it length ens his joy to eter nal du ra tion with its “for -
ever.”

This Psalm urges our foot steps in the paths of righ -
teous ness; it merges for us peace with power and pro tec -
tion with pro vi sion; it purges from us ev ery anx ious care.

This Psalm brings sym pa thy and strength to the sor -
row ing: it sings its way through the val ley of the shadow
of death; wings its way into the Fa ther’s house; it rings the
bells of heaven in happy hu man hearts.

THE SHEPHERD’S APPAREL AND EQUIPMENT

The shep herd also car ried a rod and a staff.  The rod
was a heavy stick about two and a half feet long, large and
thick on the one end.  The thick end was stud ded with
spikes or flint stones to make it a deadly weapon to be
used against thieves or wild beasts.  The staff was lon ger
than the rod and was used by the shep herd to help the
sheep.

“THY ROD AND THY STAFF”

These terms are not syn on y mous, al though of ten times 
they may ap pear to be so.  They were two in stru ments and
not one, as some seem to sup pose.  The one might be
called a club; the other a crook.  The rod had a knotty
knobby end; the staff had a crook or a hook on its end.  The 
rod was about two and a half to three feet long; the staff
about six and a half or seven feet long.  The rod was car -

ried sus pended by a thong from the waist band; the staff
was gen er ally car ried over the shoul der.  Each might be
called a rod in the sense that they both came from trees;
each might be called a staff in the sense that each might be
called a pole.  These dis tinc tions might be made: a rod
speaks of au thor ity, a staff of aid; a rod was for de fense, a
staff for di rec tion; a rod was used to gov ern, a staff was
used to guide; a rod was used to rule, a staff was used to re -
store; a rod was used for the en e mies of the sheep, the staff 
was used for the sheep.

A great many pic tures of the shep herd show him with
his staff or crook.  The rod has found no place in such pic -
tures, yet the Ori en tal shep herd to this day car ries both the
club and the crook.  Both are nec es sary in the care of the
sheep and are used to gether for that pur pose.  In Zech.
11:7 the prophet names or gives names to these two in stru -
ments of the shep herd: “And I took unto me two staves; the 
one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands.”  These
two staves are un doubt edly the rod and the staff of the
shep herd.  “Beauty and Bands” is lit er ally “Gra cious ness
and Unity.”  The staff is called “Beauty” or “Gra cious ness
be cause of the grace of God in en ter ing into cov e nant or
re la tion ship with His peo ple.  It is called “Bands” with ref -
er ence to the unity of His peo ple.  Zech a riah’s proph ecy is
one of judg ment.  It speaks of cut ting these staff asun der. 
“Beauty” is bro ken be cause fel low ship with God is bro -
ken.  “Band” is bro ken be cause the broth er hood of Is rael
and Judah is broken and they became scattered sheep.

We quote from B. H. Carroll: “Beauty must be bro ken
be fore Bands can be bro ken; that is, the cov e nant re la tion
with God, be ing first bro ken, the ties which bind us to
each other in lov ing broth er hood are nec es sar ily bro ken. 
In other words, when sheep are sep a rated from the shep -
herd, they will nec es sar ily sep a rate from each other and
be come scat tered.  It is equally true that to bring sheep to -
gether you bring them to the shep herd.  When all come to
him they are to gether.  The se cret, se cu rity, and the per pe -
tu ity of fel low ship and har mony among men is the hon or -
ing of our relations toward God.”  (See Zech. 11:10 and
14).
Taken from The Psalm of Psalms, by R. L. Moyer, D.D.

– Submitted by Paul Peterson, Kenyon, MN
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People who think they are too
big to do little things are

perhaps too little to be asked to 
do big things!



Conversion
What?  How?  When?  Where?

A Chris tian man asked his pas tor to preach on the text, 
“Ex cept ye be con verted, and be come as lit tle chil dren, ye 
shall not en ter into the king dom of heaven. (Matt. 18:3).

The pas tor readily con sented.  He thought, Let me see; 
how will I di vide it?  Con ver sion: What?  How?  Con ver -
sion: When?  Con ver sion: Where?

He thought of con ver sion – what?  Well, con ver sion
must be the turn ing of the heart to God; so he elab o rated
on that.

And then he came to con ver sion – how?  How is a man 
con verted?  A lit tle per plexed, he thought, Well, let me
see; how was I con verted?  Why, I don’t know.  I think I’ll
pass over that just now. 

He came to the next point: con ver sion – when?  Well,
one may be con verted as a child, as a youth; or one may be
con verted in ma ture years.

But then the thought came con stantly to him, When
was I con verted?  Was it when I was a child?  I can’t even
re mem ber.  Well, was I con verted when I was a youth?  No, 
I am sure I was not, for I got far away from God out in the
world.  No, not as a youth.  Was I con verted when I came to 
more ma ture years?  I do not re call.

And so he passed on to the next point con ver sion –
where?  It might take place in the home, in the church, or
in the Sunday school, or out in the open.  God is ready to
meet men wher ever they may be.

Then the thought came to him, Where did it take place
with ME?  Was I con verted at home?  Was I con verted in
church?  Have I ever been con verted?

Sud denly, it came to him with tre men dous power: 
I am preach ing to other peo ple, and I have never been

con verted my self!  I don’t know when I was con verted.  I
don’t know how I was con verted.  I don’t know where I was 
con verted. I have never been con verted at all!

He preached his own ser mon to him self, got on his
knees, and told the Lord Je sus that he would trust Him as
his Sav iour. 

That was the be gin ning of a new life and a new min is -
try! 

         Dr. Harry A. Iron side

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Trust, Work and Watch
Trust to day and leave to mor row; each day has enough

of care;
There fore, whatsoe’er thy bur den,
God will give thee strength to bear.
He is Faith ful!  Cast on Him thine ev ery care.

Work to day, and leave to mor row; all around there’s
ur gent need;

All around there’s sin and sor row
Broad cast, daily sow the seed.
He is faith ful!  He shall bless thy work in deed.

Watch to day, and leave the mor row; for to mor row
may not come;

For to day thy lov ing Sav iour,
May ap pear to take thee home,
He is faith ful!  Look for Him, the com ing one.
          Wil liam Sloan

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And she (Ruth) went, and came, and gleaned in the
field af ter the reap ers.   Ruth 2:3

In Ruth’s day, glean ing was to gather the grain left by
the reap ers (Lev. 19:9-10).  In its fig u ra tive sense glean ing 
means to gather knowl edge and wis dom bit by bit.  As a
young be liever, my Chris tian friends and I greeted each
other by ask ing, “Where are you glean ing to day?”  We
wanted to en cour age each other to be in the Word.  Daily
read ing of God’s Word of ten brings “choice glean ings”,
golden sur prises from God’s heart to ours.  …glean from
the Word of God daily. 

            Rob ert Gen tile

The Word of God, a river of plea sure;
The Word of God, ‘tis food for the mind;
The Word of God its light faileth never, 
The Word of God, what trea sure we find.
            Ar thur E. Smith

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Pride Goes Before Destruction

“Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall.”   Proverbs 16:18

This is the mid dle verse of the en tire book of Prov -
erbs, and, in view of the ob vi ously struc tured orig i nal
verse di vi sions through the book, it may well have been
di vinely de signed as such.  In any case, the sin of pride is
so deadly, it is ap pro pri ate that a sol emn warn ing con cern -
ing it should be placed here right at the heart of God’s
book of true wisdom.

The sin of pride was the pri me val sin of Sa tan: “thine
heart was lifted up be cause of thy beauty, thou has cor -
rupted thy wis dom by rea son of thy bright ness” (Ezekiel
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28:17).  It was the sin by which Sa tan led Adam and Eve to 
fall.  “Ye shall be as gods” (Gen e sis 3:5), he had said.  It is
al ways the “eas ily be set ting” sin of Chris tian lead ers, es -
pe cially those who have as sumed such lead er ship pre ma -
turely.  “Not a nov ice, lest be ing lifted up with pride he fall 
into the con dem na tion of the devil” (1 Tim o thy 3:6). 
Even Je sus was 30 years old be fore He be gan to teach.

Though pride is not named as such in the Ten Com -
mand ments, in re al ity it is im plied in the very first one. 
“Thou shalt have no other gods be fore me” (Ex o dus
20:3).  The es sence of all false re li gion is evo lu tion ary hu -
man ism – wor ship ping and serv ing the crea ture more than
the Cre ator (Romans 1:25).  Pride and un be lief are two
sides of the same coin. When men and women re fuse the
word of their Cre ator, it is fun da men tally be cause they
want to be their own “gods,” as did Adam and Eve.  Hu -
man pride is the hid den root of hu man ism, and of
evolutionism, and of “ev ery high thing that exalteth it self
against the knowl edge of God” (2 Co rin thi ans 10:5).  It is
the very es sence of the sin na ture which we have in her ited
from our first par ents.  How care fully we need to guard
against this se cret sin of pride.  If we do not, it will in ev i ta -
bly lead to hu mil i a tion and de feat.

           Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.

        Taken from Days of Praise; Institute for Creation
Research – Copyright, 2013.  Permission Granted.

And ex hort you that ye should ear nestly con tend for

the faith which was once de liv ered unto the saints.

Jude (Ed. GOD) was deeply con cerned about the
prob lems fac ing the be liev ers of his day.  His warn ings to
them are given with force and au thor ity.  At the root of
their prob lems was a drift from truth that had be come an
open de nial of God’s Word.  Foun da tional truth was par a -
mount to Jude (Ed. Is to God) and it ought to be to you and
me.  Some one has well said, “I looked for the church and I
found it in the world and I looked for the world and I found 
it in the church.”  The only cure for such a sit u a tion is re -
newed obe di ence to the Scrip tures.  May God pre serve us
in this day of de par ture!                         

             James Comte

Re vive Thy work, O Lord!  Dis turb the sleep of death: 
Quicken the smoul der ing em bers, Lord, 
By Thine al mighty breath.

             Al bert Midlane 
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UpDate

DISCOURAGEMENT OR 
ENCOURAGE MENT?

Likely YOU have heard or said many times ‘Dis -
cour age ment is Sa tan’s best ‘tool’ AND most ‘worn
tool’ – RIGHT?  For an ‘Un der-shep herd’ who is called 
of the LORD, and empty pew is a source of ‘dis cour -
age ment’, while a pew be ing oc cu pied by you (or
some one else) gives ‘en cour age ment’ as the po ten tial
is great and re ward ing of what GOD can do in and
through YOU to His Honor and Glory!  (Psalm
126:5-6).

This is also ‘true’ of a faith min is try, such as the
Morn ing Glory/Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion, (which is a Free Bib li cal Lu theran Con ser va tive
Move ment); which is no ex cep tion!

Our in come is some what like a min ia ture yo-yo:
some months the in come is mar vel ous and other
months a semi-drought: so we are in the midst of
catch-up, be sides the ba sic monthly ex penses.  Why
am I tell ing you this?  Be cause YOU hold one of the
“KEYS” to the open door the LORD has placed be fore
us.

You see, some of our sup port is re ceived con sis -
tently through reg u lar Giv ers; oth ers give pe ri od i cally
and the ma jor ity of you haven’t given to this min is try
of the Lord’s Cause for a long time and trustingly have
re ceived many rich bless ings through this means.

So we con tinue to stand in need: 1). PRAYER, 2).
Fi nan cial In vest ments & 3). Your en cour age ment by
your pres ence when the op por tu nity for you is within
rea son able dis tance.  The bot tom line, though, is that
we only want the same as our Lord of lords lays upon
your heart; for the Lord loves a cheer ful GIVER!

Any and all sup port is greatly ap pre ci ated and may 
our Liv ing Sav ior Bless YOU as you are obe di ent unto
HIM; out of love as we seek to Oc cupy Till HE co mes!  
Thank you & God Bless!

Of fer ing for the Morn ing Glory for the month of
Jan u ary is approx. $2,755.00

 The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000;
plus there are def i nitely other no tice able ex penses.
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Hauge Spring Bible Conference
AT

Wangen Prai rie Lu theran Church

Ru ral Cannon Falls, MN

(34289 – Co. 24 Bou le vard)

Host Pas tor: Pas tor Curtis Fox, (507) 875-2847

ON 

March 28 – 30, 2014, Lord will ing.

THEME: Mar riage Sup per of the Lamb

Rev e la tion 19:7–9

(Fri day Eve ning thru Sunday noon)

Fri day, March 28th 

7:00 p.m. – Rodney Stueland, Dilworth, MN

Sat ur day, March 29th 

9:00 a.m. – Prayer Time

9:30 a.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 a.m. – Pas tor Paul Tjelta, Westby, WI

11:05 a.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga, Shoreview, MN

12:00 Noon – Meal Served at church with a Free 

Will Of fer ing

1:15 p.m. – Mis sion ary/Pas tor Connely Dyrud, Ma ple
Grove, MN

2:20 p.m. – Pas tor Jim Haga

3:15 p.m. – Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 p.m. – Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Singspiration

7:00 p.m. – Rodney Stueland 

Sunday, March 30th 

First Ses sion at 9:30 a.m. – Mis sion ary Connely Dyrud

Clos ing Ses sion at 10:45 a.m. – Pas tor Paul Tjelta

IT WILL BE WORTH IT ALL!

Re mem ber: Through out all Scrip ture they gath ered to
hear the WORD OF GOD and GOD hon ors that!

Mo tels in Can non Falls, MN are: Best West ern – (507)
263-7272 & Car a van – (507) 263-4777  

All are WELCOME: Please PRAY for, try to at tend
and in vite oth ers!

P. S. IF con ve nient, please bring along ‘good ies’ for
‘Re fresh ment times’.

Thank You & may our Liv ing Sav ior be glo ri fied!! 


